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Our Mr. DfiCitup and Mr. Arnold: 

MAY 2 8 19e0 

In Mr. Dtectup•s letter to Chairman Ahearne on March 4, 1980 he indicated that 
Mttl'opolttan Edison w111, 1n the near future, be requesting NRC approval to tnstall 
and operate a specific system to decontllllinate the water 1n the lMI-2 contat.ent 
butlding. 

By letter (Tll-160), dated Aprfl 10, 1980, Metropolitan Edison Company forwarded 
for HRC review and approval the Technical Evaluation Report for the Submerged 
Dem1nera11zation Systelll (SOS). We initiated our review of the report and submitted 
1 request (NRC/lMI-80-89, John T. Collins to R. c. Amold, dated Hay 16, 1980) 
for additional information. 

Our Hay 16 letter is not to be interpreted as approval of the Submerged Dtminera11zer 
Systsn as the preferred technique for decontallltnattng the water in the Contafrment 
Sutlding. Approval of any system wtll be preceded by HRC's evaluation of the 
environmental impacts of alternate techniques, as given tn our final Progr������atfc 
Envfronnental Impact Statement (PEIS), conststent with the Coallltssion•s policy 
on this matter, as enunciated tn the November 21, 1979 StateDent of Policy and 
Notice of Intent to Prepare a Progr�ttc Enviro����ental Impact Statement (44 F.R. 
67738). As the Coamission stated, in keeping wtth the purposes of the National 
Environ�nental Policy Act, a PElS wtll � prepartd in which the Coalfssion w111 
focus on enviro11111ntal issues and alternattvu before eonmitments to specific 
cleanup choices are made. The draft PElS which 1s currently under preparation 
wtll serve to engage the public fn the Coaatssion•s decision..ak4ng process. 

Since Metropolitan Edfson Company has not recetved NRC approval for use of its 
proposed system for cleanup of the contulinated wter fn the Hetropo11tan Edison 
Coalpany•s reactor butlding, purchase and installation of any portions of the 
system are at its own rtsk. Furthenaore, the us&��pt1on by Hetropolitan Edison 
Colnpany that solid waste generated during operation of a cleanup system can all 
be disposed of in a cc:m.rcial shallow land burfal syst. 1s not valtd. It is 
apparent that these wastes wfll be .,re ltke high-level wastes than material that 
1s nol"''llllly disposed of by shallow land burfal. Further gufdance wtll be provided 
by NRC u the questions of wste dflposal are tn��ined fn the PEIS enviro11111ntal 
rwitwS. kcordfngly, ft tl very i�tportant thlt Mltropolttan Edison tcmpany 
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consider appropriate handling for ttlese highly active wastes so as not to foreclose 
potential future options for treatlllnt to 111ProYt ttleir for11 for long·tena off-site 
storage or disposal. 

In the interi• untn a systllll 1s approved by NRC, w consider it i11p0rtant that 
Mltropolttan Edison CGIIpany pranptly CCIIIPlete their conttngenc.y plan. which ts 
being developed, to tnnsfer the untreated water frma the contliMent building 
to suitably shielded on-site tanks, should the need arise • .  Please advise within 
bfo weeks when w lilY expect thts contingency plan for our review. 

Sincerely, 

Harold R. Denton. Dtrector 
Offtce of Nucl .. r Reactor Regulation 
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